THE   POLITICS   OF  REPENTANCE

unprecedented clause compelling Germany to acknow-
ledge that she bore the guilt of the war, whereas the
guilt of it fell at least as heavily upon Russia as upon
Germany. Nor can we unload our responsibility upon
the shoulders of France; for even if it were true (which
is doubtful) that France was more vindictive than we
were, we had the power to constrain France to accept
our view. We appear to have no* difficulty in so con-
straining her in the case of Spain. It is primarily our
injustice, our betrayal of the principles of morality
and humanity, which we professed to hold sacred, that
has conjured up the spirit of cynical savagery with
which we shall, in vain, seek an 'understanding5 to-day.
And I believe that until an English Prime Minister
has the moral courage to proclaim that Germany was
no more morally guilty than we were ourselves for the
war of 1914-18, and that therefore the punitive peace
which followed it had no moral sanction at all, but was
simply might masquerading as right, and that it must
be replaced by a peace which has moral sanction,
there will be no possibility of our touching that level
in the German   psyche   wherein alone a durable
'understanding5 can take root.
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